
Charter Public School Fact Sheet: 2019-20

What are charter public schools?

• Public, tuition-free, and open to all • Have greater autonomy with higher accountability
• Serve 43,000+ students (4.6% of the total student population in MA)• Employ 2,800+ teachers in our classrooms

Charter public Schools Offer unique models to meet diverse learning needs
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# Of schoolsModels include:  Arts and music, Experiential, 
Flexible Pathways high schools, and Montessori

Charters serve a diverse student body

White: 29%Latinx: 34% African American: 29% Other: 9%

Charters serve more or the same Special
Population Students than the state average
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Charter school teachers are more diverse

21% 7%
of teachers at charter

public schools identify as 
a teacher of color.

of teachers at district 
schools identify as
a teacher of color.
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Impact on Kids

Students Are Showing High Proficiency on MCAS
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Students are showing College Persistence ��

DistrictsCharters

64% 55%

Charter public school high school students are more likely to 
graduate from high school, enroll in college, and persist to the 
second year.

Students are Prepping for College in MA’s
Top 100 Public High Schools‡

Advanced Math and Science Academy (#2)
Sturgis (#3)

Mystic Valley Regional (#11)
Pioneer Charter School of Science (#18)

Community Charter School of Cambridge (#23)
Boston Collegiate (#34)

KIPP Academy Lynn (#43)
Match (#44)

Academy of the Pacific Rim (#52)
Boston Preparatory (#56)

Prospect Hill Academy (#69)
Abby Kelley Foster (#71)

Foxborough Regional (#76)
Berkshire Arts and Technology (#79)

Hampden Charter School of Science (#83)

Students Are Learning More During The Year

2.5 extra months
of learning per year gained in math and 

1.5 extra months in reading*

Students Are less likely to miss school

Compared to district school students, charter public school 
students have a  lower chronic absentee percentage. 

* Based on Stanford University’s Center for Research on Education Outcomes studies; data compares 
Massachusetts charter public school students to district students from the same demographic 
backgrounds and charter public schools to the district schools the students formerly attended

‡ 
Based on the U.S. News and World Report High Schools Ranking in Massachusetts in April 2019 

15 of MA's top 100 high schools are charter public schools


