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The mission of the Edward Brooke Charter School is to provide an academically rigorous public education to students from the City of Boston  

Important Dates: 

November 

1: First Grade òGasó assembly 

3: End of 1st Trimester 

10: Report Cards Sent Home 

11: No School, Veteranõs Day 

12: No School, Conference Day 

24: Flag Football òTurkey 

Bowló  

24-26: No School, Thanksgiv-

ing Break 
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T HE  SENATOR  

 The Board of Directors of Edward W. Brooke Charter School is hoping to 

replicate the success of the original Brooke Charter School by growing a network of 

four K-8 charter schools, serving over 1,800 students in Boston and Chelsea.  The 

mission of all 4 schools 

would be the same:  to 

provide an academically 

rigorous education to 

students from the cities 

of Boston (and Chelsea) 

that will ensure that 

they are prepared to en-

ter into and succeed in 

college.  The strategy for 

success at all 4 schools 

will be to replicate the best practices of the original Brooke Charter School by focus-

ing all resources and efforts toward the goal of delivering and developing excellent 

instruction. We are currently in the second phase of the charter approval process and 

will receive notice from the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education in 

February about whether or not our charters have been granted.   

For more information visit: http://www.ebrooke.org/replicating-the-model/ 

 

Instructional Leader Fellows 

Two Edward Brooke teachers, Meghan Thornton and Kathryn Stevens, have been 

appointed as Instructional Leaders Fellows.  If our charter application is approved, 

Ms. Thornton will become elementary principal at Brooke, and Ms. Stevens will 

serve as the principal of Brooke 2, which we anticipate opening in August.  Ms. 

Steadman and Mr. Clark will oversee this network expansion.  To prepare for their 

new roles, throughout the school year, Ms. Stevens and Ms. Thornton are working 

closely with Edward Brooke Charter Schoolõs current principals and assuming more 

leadership responsibilities.  We are thrilled to welcome Ms. Thornton and Ms. Ste-

vens into these roles.  For more about Ms. Stevens and Ms. Thornton, see page 4.  

 

Enrollment Projections     

 Original 

Brooke 

 2 
Brooke 

3 
Brooke 

4 Network 

Year 1 475 168 0 0 643 

Year 2 475 270 168 0 913 

Year 3 475 368 270 168 1281 

Year 4 475 456 368 270 1569 

Year 5 475 456 456 368 1755 
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Congratulations to all our scholars who are showing the core 

Edneesha Firmin and Anaise Louis (Brandeis) 

deserve shout-outs 

for focus and self-

determination. 

These two Brandeis 

scholars have been 

writing leaders for 

their teammates. At 

the beginning of the 

year, Edneesha and 

Anaise both strug-

gled to make sure 

that each story they 

wrote made a strong point. They never gave up 

and with each story they wrote, their points 

got stronger and clearer. Now, each story they 

write not only has a strong point, but each 

paragraph they write supports that point. 

Their improvement in writing is due to all their 

hard work and how they pushed themselves to 

improve with each story they wrote. Keep up 

the great work, Edneesha and Anaise! 

Janae Creech-Moise (Harvard) deserves a 

shout-out for focus and self-determination. 

Janae has been working hard to improve her 

writing to make sure that it focuses on one 

specific main 

idea or point 

instead of a lot 

of different 

things. She lis-

tens carefully 

and respect-

fully to feed-

back from 

classmates and 

teachers, and 

she uses all of 

her learning 

time well so 

that she has plenty of time to practice her 

writing. Because of her hard work, Janae has 

become a much more clear and interesting 

writer, and she received a top score of ò4ó on 

a recent reading response!  

 

Venice Morris (Brown) deserves a shout out this month for 

exhibiting excellent teamwork in Brown. Whenever she is 

involved in a partnership, whether that is during a turn 

and talk or writing project, Venice always makes sure that 

her and her partner stay on track and really understand 

the task. This shows teamwork because Venice is always 

working to make sure she and her partner turn in excel-

lent work and have quality conversations. 

Elizabeth Rodriguez (Brown) deserves a focus and self-

determination this month. Whenever Elizabeth has a one-

on-one conference she always makes eye contact and listens very carefully to the ways she can 

make her writing and reading better. She is then able to go off and make immediate changes to 

her work. Because of her focus and self-determination, Elizabeth has made great progress in her 

open responses and reading quiz scores. 
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Marcus Taylor (Bates) deserves a shout-out 

because he has 

been focusing ex-

tra hard during 

reading work-

shop, and be-

cause of that his 

last MCAS prac-

tice test score im-

proved dramati-

cally. 

 

Zavian Alfred-Foster (Michigan) deserves a 

shout-out becasue he is consistently positive 

and approaches his 

tasks with enthusiasm 

and determination. 

His eagerness to learn 

encourages his team-

mates to do the same. 

 

 

Olly Ogbue (Michigan) 

deserves a shout-out. 

Olly produces high 

quality work on every 

task takes on. She 

leads in the Michigan community by example 

through her hard work and inquisitiveness.  

Angel Torres (Middlebury) deserves a shout-

out because he is 

a very hard 

worker and he 

shows self-

determination by 

using every min-

ute of class time 

to learn.  He al-

ways arrives to 

school on time 

and he always 

completes his 

homework.  Angel is a good teammate who 

likes to help out his classmates in Middle-

bury, and he is also a good friend.  Angel 

loves to learn, and his hard work pays off! 

Ashley Pizarro  (Navy) deserves a 

shout-out because she has really 

taken charge of her education this 

year. As a result, she is focused dur-

ing all lessons and makes sure that all 

work that she does reflects her abili-

ties as a scholar! 

 

Jalil Inda (Northeaster) de-

serves a shout out for focus 

and self determination during 

reading workshop.  In the be-

ginning of the year Jalil 

needed reminders to stay fo-

cused and read during all of 

reading workshop but over the 

past few weeks he has not 

needed these reminders. Jalil 

has been working really hard 

on both his fiction and non-

fiction reading. He wrote a 

perfect summary after reading 

a fiction book. He also got a 

perfect score on a non-fiction 

reading assessment.  Keep up 

the great work Jalil! 



Page 4 

EWBCS Alumni Spotlight  
By Asia Price, Alumni Support Director 

Kathryn Stevens  

B.A., Bates College; M.Ed., 

Bank Street College of  Edu-

cation 

kstevens@ebrooke.org 
Ms. Stevens is a founding teacher in the ele-

mentary school, and returns to Brooke this 

year as a fifth grade teacher and instructional 

leadership fellow.  Ms. Stevens has taught 

kindergarten for two years and second grade 

for one year. Ms. Stevens will serve as the 

founding principal of òBrooke 2,ó our second 

K-8 Brooke school opening in 2011.  She joined the Brooke staff after 

teaching fifth and sixth grade students in New York Public Schools.   

She was a 2004 Teach For America corps member. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meghan Thornton  

mthornton@ebrooke.org 
Ms. Thornton joined our kindergarten team as a founding 

member of the elementary staff in 2006.  In 2011, she will 

assume the role of K-8 principal.  After teaching Kindergar-

ten and first grade for the last four years, Ms. Thornton is 

transitioning to a 5th grade position this year, while also serv-

ing as an Instructional Leader Fellow. 

This monthõs newsletter highlights another Edward Brooke graduate from the Class 

of 2006. Natalya Faison, a recipient of the John and Abigail Adams Scholarship, 

is a freshman at UMass-Amherst who intends to enroll in the pre-med program. 

Please read below to see how Natalya has given back to the Brooke community and 

what the school has meant to her.  

Natalya Faison 

Edward Brooke, 2006 

Edward M.  Kennedy Academy for Health Careers, 2010 

University of  Massachusetts at Amherst, 2014 

After graduating from Edward W. Brooke Charter School, I have given back 

to this community tremendously. During, the summer of 2006 I was here to 

help teachers and staff with anything that needed to be done from leveling books to decorating a class-

room. Since then I have done the same every summer. When I started my freshmen year of high school I 

was employed by the school to work in the afterschool program. I didnõt do it because of the money but 

because I loved the atmosphere that the Edward Brooke has. It has taught me over the years to be hum-

ble, helpful, and most of all successful in anything I do. To this day while I am no longer a student, I still 

rant and rave about what this school has done for me. It has taught me discipline academically and so 

much more. Thanks to this school I knew how to carry myself in high school and not be ashamed to be in-

telligent and work hard. 

mailto:kstevens@ebrooke.org
mailto:mthornton@ebrooke.org
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   Announcements  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parents, please come look through the lost and found 

box.  We will donate any items left at the end of the 

month to Goodwill.  

Attention Parents! 

 

Edward Brooke needs your help!  

Please continue to sign up for volunteer 

hours.  Contact Tracy Johnson, Director of 

Operations for more information. 

Thanks to all the parents who have already vol-

unteered! 

 

Safety Guidelines 

From our Crossing Guard, Ms. Power: 

 

We want to ensure that dropping off your students at school in the morning and picking them up in the afternoon is as safe and 

efficient as possible.  In order to make sure that this is the case, please note the following reminders about our drop-off and 

pick-up policies. 

Our driveway is strictly for drop-off and pick-up.  Please do not park in the driveway or leave your car unattended for any 

reason.  Doing so causes a back up and makes it very difficult or impossible for other parents to drop-off or pick-up their chil-

dren. 

The entrance to our driveway is on Cummins Hwy and the exit is on Brown Avenue.  Please do not pull into the driveway 

through the exit.  This is dangerous and has resulted is several near collisions. 

If you need to park and go into the school, please park in one of the areas indicated on the map on the following page.  In 

order to be respectful of our neighbors, please do not block driveways or pull into driveways. 

The dirt road directly behind the school is a private road.  Please do not park on this road or drive on it for any reason. 

Please do not block Brown Avenue. 

Thank you so much for your consideration of these important guidelines. 

T-Shirts  

If you have not received your homeroom 

or Edward Brooke t -shirt, the second 

batch will arrive next week.  

Saturday, November 6th, 2010: ISEE for BPS Exam Schools 

Wednesday, November 10th ,2010: SSAT for Independent Schools 

Saturday, November 13th, 2010: HSPT for Parochial Schools 

Also: 

The Edward W. Brooke Charter School will host a series of workshops that 8th grade families are STRONGLY ENCOURAGED to attend during fall 2010 and 

winter/spring 2011.  These workshops and meetings will equip families with the information, skills, and resources to participate in and complete the high school 

placement process. We look forward to seeing you all at the next one on Tuesday, November 9, 2010.  

 

Financial Aid Workshop: When, how, what, who- where do I even begin with applying for financial aid?!  Many families will choose to pursue high schools that 

have tuition and other fees.  Come to this workshop to learn what information and documentation is necessary to complete the financial aid application process 



AROUND EWBCS  

Did you know: 

· The heart pumps blood throughout the body. Blood carries nutrients and oxygen to all parts of the body. Blood carries away carbon dioxide, 

waste, and toxins. 

· The heart and the lungs work together to remove carbon dioxide and bring in oxygen to all parts of the body.   

· Sheep hearts are very similar in structure and size to human hearts.  

· Heart disease is the number one cause of death in the United States. You can prevent heart disease by exercising and eating healthy foods.  

First Grade Science Experiment 

The first grade scholars spent the first trimester learning all about the properties of solids and liquids and what makes solids and liquids dif-

ferent from each other.  To celebrate their learning, the entire first grade got together to create a mysterious substance called oobleck!  

Oobleck, a mix of cornstarch and water, is a very unique kind of matter because it has the properties of a liquid when itõs in a container but it 

behaves more like a solid when you pick it up in your hand.   The first grade scholars showed great focus and teamwork during this activity!  

The seventh and eighth graders dissected sheep hearts as part 

of our science unit on human body systems. In this unit we 

learned about the structure and function of the heart. We also 

learned about what can happen when the heart is not working 

properly.  



Outside EWBCS  

On October 14, 2010 the fifth graders took at trip to Providence, Rhode Island to 

witness college life at Brown University.  When the students first arrived, they 

had the opportunity to meet with Peter Brown , the Varsity Swim Coach who 

coached Mrs. Grossman during her time at Brown.  Peter gave our students a 

tour of the pool and athletic facilities and then arranged for us to meet with two 

student athletes.  The student athletes answered questions about academics, 

living at school and playing sports.  They accompanied the Edward Brooke 

Scholars on a tour of Brown and even let the scholars see what a dorm room is 

like.   After our tour of the campus, dorms and lecture halls of Brown, students 

ate in the main cafeteria on campus where they were excited about the myriad of 

food options available including the self-service soft serve ice cream.  Once re-

fueled, the students broke into three groups and had one-on-one discussions with 

Brown University professors.  One group met with a biology professor in her 

house on campus, another group met with a professor who published non-fiction 

works in the English department and the third group spent time with a theater 

professor and her students.  This was undoubtedly the highlight of the trip; we 

learned so much more about what college courses are like.  Overall, the Edward 

Brooke scholars were excited to hear about the many things there are to do and 

study in college.  On the trip, their behavior exemplified the Edward Brooke 

way.  In addition to acting appropriately at all times, they asked relevant and 

interesting questions about life in college and the characteristics that lead one to 

successfully gain college admission.  From an adult perspective, it was inspiring 

to watch our students grow increasingly excited about the prospect of attending 

college.  This experience made the goal of higher education more real for our stu-

dents.  In visiting a college and speaking to students and professors from varied 

backgrounds with whom they could relate, we have provided our students with a 

concrete view of college life which will help motivate them to achieve their goal 

of continuing their education beyond high school. 


